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Buildex Calgary

The BC Construction Industry Training Organization 
(BCCITO) is here to help our industry train for the future: 
the right workers, with the right knowledge and skills, the 
right standards, at the right time for the right needs. 

Visit our website:

1 888 4Refuel  |  4Refuel.com

Fuel service direct to equipment.  
Anytime. Anywhere. 

Construction Trade Show

Innovation takes the stage at Buildex Calgary
JESSICA PATTERSON
CORRESPONDENT

CALGARY

Organizers of this 
year’s Buildex Cal-
gary, running Nov. 

8-9 at the BMO Centre in 
Stampede Park, say the sem-
inars are must-see and the 
lineup is innovative. 

Paul Maryschak, show 
director with Buildex, is 
excited about the show.

“It’s covering some really 
interesting things across the 
board,” he said. 

“The quality is top notch. 
This year is phenomenal.”

An underlying thread 
running through many of the 
sessions at this year’s Buildex 
Calgary is social media.

“I think the industry is 
grappling with it right now,” 
Maryschak said. 

“Social media is getting 
bigger, it is becoming more 
important to become part of 
the conversation, but when 
do we start to figure out how 
it affects our bottom line? 
When do we get that reassur-
ance that what we’re spend-
ing our extra effort, our extra 
time on, is going to result in 
a positive? A lot of these dif-
ferent seminars are going to 
explore that, provide ways to 
find that out, to measure it, 
and what to do?”

There are five seminars 
that tie into social media in 
some way, and that includes 
how it impacts business, 
Maryschak said. 

Seminars include util-
izing technology to remain 
competitive, branding and 
social media, and how the 
internet is changing the way 
we work. 

This is also the first year 
Buildex has had a real pres-
ence on Twitter or LinkedIn. 

Included this year is a 
seminar called “How to 
Trade a Red Paperclip for a 
House.” 

Known as the red paper-
clip guy, Kyle MacDonald 
began with the idea of trad-
ing objects over the internet 
and one year and 14 trades 
later, he traded for a house.

“He’s had a pretty inter-
esting experience in the way 
his story spread,” Maryschak 
said. 

“It was all about social 
media and online presence 
and being able to adapt.”

He said that there are big 
lessons to be learned from 
seminars about building 
relationships and executing 
ideas.

“It caught our attention. 
It’s very out of the box. It’s 
not so radical that any one 

of us couldn’t do the same 
thing. Kyle’s story is about 
inspiration, it’s about how 
you execute ideas and bring 
them to fruition.”

Also of interest are case 
studies, one on the Eighth 
Avenue Place, the first LEED 
CS Platinum office building 
project in Canada.

The owner, the architect 
and the contractor will be 
speaking as part of a panel. 

The other case study is 
on Calgary’s East Village 
Redevelopment Project, fea-
turing Michael Brown, the 
president & CEO of the Cal-
gary Municipal Land Cor-
poration.

Buildex Calgary expects 
to attract more than 4,000 
industry attendees, 250 
vendors and 60 speakers. 

One of the special events 
this year is a keynote address 
by Canadian Construction 
Association chair Dee Mil-
ler, at a special breakfast

 “It’s a great opportun-
ity for the Canadian Con-
struction Association to 
get in front of the Calgary 
Construction Association,” 

Maryschak said. 
New on the trade show 

floor this year is Klaus Multi-
parking Inc., manufacturers 
of parking systems, which 
will be featuring stackable 
parking equipment. 

To round out this year’s 
Buildex Calgary offerings 
is the ever-popular photo 
competition. 

“It’s one of the most 
popular links on any of the 
emails we send out,” Marys-

chak said. “Everyone wants 
to see who’s won.” 

To find out more about 
the photo contest, or Buildex 
Calgary’s seminars, check 
out www.buildexcalgary.
com. 

FILE PHOTO

More than 4,000 delegates and 250 vendors are expected to attend Buildex Calgary at 
the BMO Centre on Nov. 8-9.
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OF MERIT
25 YEARS

For a quarter century, Merit 
has been the leading voice of 
the open shop construction 
sector in Alberta, providing 
contractors with open human 
resource solutions by offering 
employee benefits, training 
and recruitment programs, 
retirement programs, tuition 
refunds and more. 

arter century, Merit
the leading voice of 
shop construction 
Alberta, providing 

ors with open human 
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uitment programs, 
nt programs, tuition 
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www.meritalberta.com

780.455.5999    1.888.816.9991 
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Warm and Dry.
             On-Site Portable Climate Control  

Turn up the heat and get your projects 
done no matter what the weather.

CALGARY  EDMONTON  
FORT MCMURRAY  WINNIPEG 

WWW.ICSGROUP.CA
1-866-247-4460

With ICS on your side, you have the leader in portable 
climate control creating solutions that are safe, reliable, 
efficient and easy to set up.

At ICS, we provide the best on-site services in the industry. 
Maybe that’s why we have become the single largest 
independent portable climate control provider in Canada.

We design and deliver innovative systems to meet any 
challenge on any jobsite, including oil & gas, construction, 
event facility heating and cooling, or flood and fire 
restoration. 

Bring us your toughest projects - we will keep your project 
warm, dry and on schedule.

Hungry for more info?  How about lunch?
Book a FREE Lunch & Learn seminar 
at your workplace and we’ll look after both! 

Schedule your presentation today at

WWW.ICSGROUP.CA/ONSITE

Technology

Experts gather to discuss Building Information Modeling
JESSICA PATTERSON
CORRESPONDENT

CALGARY

An upcoming panel 
discussion, “Building 
Information Mod-

eling (BIM) in a  Practical 
World,” will take a compre-
hensive look at the emerging 
technology.

Panelists will look at its 
benefits and challenges.

 Attendees will hear about 
case studies, lessons and 
implementation strategies. 

BIM allows professionals 
to design a three dimensional 
model of a building to see 

how different elements inter-
act, before the structure is 
physically built. 

The modelling system 
encompasses properties of 
building components, geom-
etry and spacial relationships, 
information and quantities.  

Panelist Rod Yeoh, prin-
cipal for OMICRON and a  
BIM expert, said his company 
has been using the modelling 
system for nearly a decade.

 “We’ve been imple-
menting various modules as 
they become more useable 
and right now, we’ve gotten to 
the point where we’re doing 

full BIM through all the disci-
plines including engineering 
and architecture,” he said. 

Yeoh said about half of the 
construction industry is using 
BIM in some way right now. 

He believes the remain-
ing industry professionals 
will have to adopt BIM in the 
future. 

“I think we’re moving away 
from the paper-based way of 
doing things and people are 
going to have to get on board, 
or find other things to do,” he 
said. 

A member of the Canada 
BIM Council, panellist Ian 

Trudeau said their recent sur-
vey of membership indicates 
that roughly 50 per cent of the 
industry are using BIM. 

He agreed with Yeoh, 
about the need for the rest of 
the industry needing to get on 
board in Canada in the near 
future. 

“That’s definitely going to 
expand, as others catch on, 
as governments catch on and 
start requiring it on their pro-
posals,” he said. 

“You’ll see that construct-
ors and consultants are not 
going to have a choice, they’re 
going to have to adopt the 

tech if they want to play.”
Yeoh said there are still 

challenges to BIM. 
As he sees it, an obstacle 

is challenging the traditional 
mindset of how the industry 
designs and build buildings. 

“It’s an old industry and 
we’ve been doing things the 
same way for a long time. 
Now we have to change that, 
because there’s a lot more 
involvement from all of the 
parties early on, and more 
collaborative design and con-
struction,” he said.

”We’re forced to work col-
laboratively as a team together 
and I think that’s the biggest 
change to make.”

The construction indus-
try is the only industry in 
the world, Yeoh said, where 
a product is made, but not 
tested. 

“Most other manufactur-
ing industries build proto-
types and work out all of the 
kinks. This way, we work out 
the kinks on the computer 
before we build it in real life.”

Trudeau, who is also the 
CAD/BIM Manager for Hal-
sall Associates Ltd., said one 
of the advantages to BIM that 
doesn’t often get talked about 
is all the information con-
tained in the model, such as 
cost estimates, material track-
ing, or the content of concrete 
mixes, which you can embed 
and query later.

“As an example, we can 
track the volume of concrete, 
the weight of the steel. We 
also attribute the carbon load 
of those elements and we can 
use the model to calculate the 
entire carbon load of an entire 
structure. And, we can use that 
as a basis for decisions, for dif-

ferent material types,” he said.
“We’re really starting to 

look at that next level and I 
think that’s where the true 
power of BIM is going to be 
revealed.”

Trudeau sees communica-
tion as the biggest challenge 
with BIM, especially as it is 
used by every component of 
the building team.

“You have to communi-
cate,” he said. 

“With BIM, we have meet-
ings to discuss the model, 
how to collaborate and com-
municate, for what purpose 
the model is going to be used 
and by whom, and the project 
goes much smoother.”

Recent projects that have 
used BIM include St. Joseph’s 
Health Care Centre in Ham-
ilton, where the full team was 
involved in BIM, including 
the architect, engineers and 
contractors. 

The design-build project 
cost about $581 million in 
construction costs. It covers 
about 800,000 square feet of 
space and is aiming for LEED 
Silver certification. 

Other members of the 
panel include John Jansen, a 
building solutions team man-
ager at IMAGINiT Technolo-
gies and Allan Partridge, the 
principal of Group2 Architec-
ture Engineering Ltd. 

The panel moderator is 
Sheryl Staub-French, an asso-
ciate professor in the Depart-
ment of Civil Engineering at 
the University of British Col-
umbia. The Building Infor-
mation Modeling in a  Prac-
tical World panel takes place 
Tuesday, Nov. 8 between 10:15 
a.m. – 11:45 a.m. at the BMO 
Centre at Stampede Park. 

Sustainable Building

Taking a close look at the
Living Building Challenge
JESSICA PATTERSON
CORRESPONDENT

Delegates at Buildex Calgary have the opportunity to 
check out a seminar that delves into the future of 
green building. 

“Living Through the Challenge;  A Contractor’s Perspec-
tive on the Living Building Challenge,” is a seminar about  
what it’s like to work on a Living Building Challenge project. 

The speaker’s list includes contractors, who have worked 
on the unique projects. They will talk about the challenges of 
turning ideas into reality.

Presenters include Marsha Gentile, a construction sustain-
ability specialist and Rebecca McDiarmid, a project manager, 
who both work for Ledcor Construction Limited.

The Living Building Challenge has been spearheaded 
by International Living Future Institute, a group based in 
Seattle. 

Buildings certified as Living Buildings must generate their 
own energy, harvest and treat their own water and use locally 
sourced, non-toxic materials. 

See CONTRACTORS, Pg.BC-11
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Introducing the NEW 
12" Double Bevel Sliding 
Compound Mitre Saw, 
precise enough for fine 
woodworking and tough 
enough for framing 
and deck building. 
Cabinetmakers, trim 
carpenters, framers, 
installers and professional 
contractors will love how 
this saw zeros in on their 
needs. The DWS780 steers 
clear of trendy bells and 
whistles in favour of the 
accuracy, capacity, durability and 
portability professionals demand 
for day-in, day-out jobsite use.  
Simply State of the Art.

Copyright ©2011 DEWALT. The following are examples of trademarks for one or more DEWALT power tools and accessories: The yellow and black color 
scheme; the “D”-shaped air intake grill; the array of pyramids on the handgrip; the kit box configuration; and the array of lozenge-shaped humps on the surface of the tool.

XPS™ Cross Cut Positioning 
System Make accurate cuts 
without needing to check 
alignment of a laser

Tall sliding fences support 
Crown Molding up to 7-1/2" 
nested 

Exclusive Back Fence Design 
cuts up to 2x16 dimensional 
lumber at 90° and 2x12 at 45°

Compact, lightweight design 
(56 lbs.) allows for easy 
transport and storage

Super efficient dust collection 
system captures over 75% of 
dust generated

ACCURACY CAPACITY VERSATILITY PORTABILITY DUST COLLECTION

Jobsite Tested.  
  Contractor Approved. 

INTEGRATED

Occupational Health and Safety

Due diligence should be top 
of mind for contractors
JESSICA PATTERSON
CORRESPONDENT

CALGARY

A Buildex Calgary 
seminar, “Construc-
tion Due Diligence,” 

addresses the legal defence 
of due diligence as it relates 
to the Occupational Health 
and Safety (OH&S) Act. 

Donald Turnbull, man-
ager of compliance with 
Alberta Occupational Health 
and Safety, is presenting on a 
topic that everyone should 
be knowledgeable of and 
familiar with, he said.

“It’s extremely important 
for construction profession-
als because it relates to pro-
fessionals, directly, in every-
thing they do that relates to 
the worksite,” he said. 

“It’s important that every-
one at a worksite understands 
and knows their rights and 
responsibilities.”

He said OH&S has seen a 
province-wide need for the 
seminar and has provided 
similar presentations to 
other industry associates in 
the past. 

“I hope they’ll walk out, 
knowing and understanding 
what their rights and respon-
sibilities are and what due 
diligence is, and that due dili-
gence is as much a cultural 
shift and way of doing busi-
ness as it is a legal defence,” 
he said.

The Alberta Occupation-

al Health and Safety Act is set 
up so that responsibilities are 
laid out for all on the work-
site including the worker, 
employer, sub trades and the 
prime contractor. 

According to the OH&S 
legislation, employers must 
do everything they reason-
ably can to protect the health 
and safety of workers. 

Safe work practices must 
be set up and followed, and 
employers must make sure 
workers have appropriate 
skills and training. 

Workers too, have duties 
and responsibilities under 
the provincial legislation, 
including working in a safe 
and conscientious man-
ner and co-operating with 
superiors in safety measures. 

With the legal defence 
of due diligence, employers, 
or someone charged under 
OH&S legislation, demon-
strates all reasonable steps to 
protect a worker’s health and 
safety were taken. 

“You always get some 
interesting questions and 
discussion out of these pres-
entations,” he said. 

“A lot of times, some indi-
viduals don’t even realize 
how much due diligence can 
affect their day to day busi-
ness.”

In 2010, OH&S statistics 
suggested the rate of disab-
ling injury in the construc-
tion and construction trades 

was the third highest in the 
province, with 3.10 per 100 
person-years worked. 

The majority of those 
claims were made by men, 
which represented 92.7 per 
cent of the injury claims. 

Yet, the lost-time claim 
rate for the construction and 
construction trades sector 
was the third lowest in the 
province, seeing a decrease in 
lost-time claims since 2006. 

The seminar takes place 
Tuesday, Nov. 8  from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at the BMO 
Centre in Calgary. 

ALBERTA OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

Construction professionals will learn about due diligence at a Buildex Calgary seminar.

Contractors will share 
the lessons they learned
Continued from Pg. BC-10

The certification also requires the building to be in oper-
ation for 12 months and have no negative impact on the 
site. 

“Ledcor has two Living Building Challenge projects,” said 
McDiarmid. “On one of them, the construction is complete, 
the other is nearing completion. It is very exciting.”

There aren’t any certified Living Buildings in Canada yet.
The two projects that Ledcor has been working on, the 

$19.4-million VanDusen Botanical Garden Visitors Centre 
and SFU UniverCity Childcare Centre, are working towards 
becoming the first certified Living Buildings in the country. 

There is also a house on Vancouver Island that has 
achieved some of the aspects of the Living Building Chal-
lenge, but it won’t achieve full certification.

“We’re definitely doing things that have not been done 
before,” McDiarmid said. 

“I hope attendees take away a better understanding of 
what will be required of them as contractors, who work on 
Living Building projects. A lot of people have worked LEED 
projects, so they have a pretty good idea of what’s required of 
them on that front. Living Buildings is a different animal.”

The Living Building Challenge is one of the most advanced 
green building rating system and is considered one of the 
toughest in the world. 

A Living Building sets a new precedent for environment-
ally friendly design and construction techniques. 

The seminar takes place Wednesday, Nov. 9, from 2 p.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. at the BMO Centre in Calgary. 


